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ILLINOIS PEACHES 


VotumE II 


Before long, the products of Illinois orchards will be ap- 
pearing in the markets. One of the orchard crops for 
which Illinois is famous, not only in the State but in out- 
of-state markets, is her peaches, For years, consumers have 
watched the predictions on the Illinois peach crop, know- 
ing that the price of this favorite fruit would be materially 
affected by adverse weather conditions. Records show that 
in the ten-year period 1932-1941 there were six good crops 
and four failures. Variable conditions always bring cor- 
responding behavior in the market price of the crop. 

in the ten-year period 1930-1939, Illinois ranked” 
cighth among the states in peach production, and pro- 
duced on the average about 1,500,000 bushels each year. 
In 1944, according to the annual report of the Illinois 
Cooperative Crop Reporting Service, the crop amounted 
to 1,470,000 bushels and was valued at $4,484,000. 

The peach orchards of Illinois are concentrated in the 
lower third of the State in three main districts; the Anna 
district, centering in and around Union county; the Cen- 
tralia district, including Marion, Jefferson, and Washing- 
ton counties and small areas in adjacent counties; and 
the Sesser district, centering in Franklin county. Many 
more small orchards than large ones are found, but the 
few producers with more than 10,000 trees each account 
for almost twice as much of the total crop as any other 
group. About a third of the growers produce three- 
fourths of the crop. 

Twenty or more varieties of peaches are grown in 
the State, but only three are of commercial importance, 
Elbertas make up approximately 85 to 90 per cent of total 
production, with Red Bird and J. H. Hale peaches ac- 
counting for most of the remainder. The predominance 
of Elbertas is likely to decrease because of increased 
plantings of other varieties. For a time Red Birds com- 
manded rather high prices, because they ripened earlier, 
when competition was light. Recently, however, they have 
not been selling so well because Georgia freestones were 
coming into the market at the same time. 

Red Birds ripen in the last days of June and the early 
part of July. Minor commercial varieties mature at vari- 


ous times in the summer. But the peach crop in Illinois 
really means the harvesting of the Elbertas, which lasts 
for three or four weeks after its usual beginning in early 
August. Most of the peaches are graded and packed by 
growers on their own farms. The State Department of 
Agriculture has established three grades for classifica- 
tion: Illinois—U. S. Fancy, Illinois—U. S. No. 1, and 
Illinois Utility. Most of the peaches marketed in Illinois 
are graded U. S. No. 1. 

Various methods of marketing his crop are available 
to the Illinois peach grower. He may take his peaches to 
one of the local fruit and vegetable markets at Anna or 
Cobden, where he can sell them for cash or arrange with 
an agent to handle the sale for him on a fee basis. He 
may dispose of his crop direct to truck-lot buyers at his 
own farm. Perhaps he may sell through one of the few 
cooperative exchanges in the State, which provide sales 
service. Some growers who do not have easy access to the 
chief selling areas operate roadside markets on the 
nearest highway, where they sell either wholesale or 
retail—preferably the former. 

The building of many miles of hard-surfaced roads 
in the State and the increasing use of motor trucks have 
changed the method of transporting the peach crop to the 
markets. In 1929, only 17 per cent of the Illinois crop 
was carried by motor transport. Ten years later, 80 per 
cent of the crop was moved by truck, and the proportion 
thus carried has probably now reached 85 per cent. 

Illinois peach growers face increasing competition 
from some southern states and from Michigan. Ship- 
ments from these two sources overlap the beginning and 
the end of the peach harvest in the State. Pomologists in 
the Illinois Department of Agriculture are endeavoring to 
develop new varieties of peaches which will be suitable 
for commercial production in the State and which will 
mature at varying dates. If the total output can be thus 
extended over more weeks, the value of the Illinois peach 
crop will be higher than if the entire crop came into the 
market at practically the same. time, in competition with 
shipments from other growing regions. 
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WARTIME CHANGES IN POPULATION 
AND LABOR SUPPLY IN ILLINOIS 


The war has caused marked shifts in the population and 
labor supply throughout the nation. War industries were 
located, whenever possible, in surplus labor areas, but 
certain industries, notably shipbuilding, had to be on or 
near the coasts. Labor had to be drawn from every- 
where. The inordinately great demand for labor in cer- 
tain areas and the lack of high-paying employment in 
other areas has caused alarmingly great movements in 
population. 

How many millions of people have moved across state 
lines since Pearl Harbor is not known, but the estimates 
of population gains and losses through interstate migra- 
tion indicate that the amount of movement in thé past 
four years was at least 214 times as great as in the five- 
year period of 1935-1940. The intrastate movement of 
population is probably even greater than that between 
the states. It is safe to say that there has been a move- 
ment of people in the United States since 1940 greater 
than in any period of the same length in the history of 


this nation. The gross interstate and intrastate migration . 


is estimated to be around 7 millions. The full economic, 
social, and political impact of these shifts will probably 
not be known for a long time. 

Illinois is one of the relatively more fortunate states 
in that the net total population figures are not danger- 
ously changed by the war. In 1940, the population of 
Illinois was 7,897,241, whereas for July 1, 1944, it was 
estimated by the United States Bureau of the Census at 
7,729,720, a decline of 167,521 persons, or 2.1 per cent. 
During the same years, the population of the neighbor- 
ing states changed as follows: Ohio, —1.0 per cent; In- 
diana, —0.2 per cent; Wisconsin, —5.2 per cent; Missouri, 
—5.2 per cent; Kentucky, —7.6 per cent; Minnesota, 
—10.2 per cent; Iowa, —10.6 per cent; Michigan, +3.3 
per cent. 

Census estimates indicate that nef migration (net 
equals increase or decrease, plus net loss to the armed 
forces, minus natural increase) of civilians from one 
state to another amounted to about 414 million persons 
from April, 1940, to the end of 1944. Of this number, 
about 214 to 3 millions were workers. The net migration 
shows marked geographical concentration. From 1940 to 


1944, California had a net in-migration of about 1,840,006, 
or an increase of 26.6 per cent, and Michigan, with its 
great war plants increased, gained about 174,000, or 33 
per cent. The west coast states made the largest gains, 

The net out-migration has not been so concentrated, 
Twenty-six states show a net out-migration as against 23 
with a net in-migration. The states showing largest out- 
migration were Arkansas, Kentucky, New York, North 
Carolina, and Oklahoma. Fourteen states lost over 100,000 
population each in this period; 12 states gained more than 
100,000 each. 

It should be noted that the total population of the 
states is influenced by the size of the armed forces sta- 
tioned within them. The population of many southerp 
states has been artificially boosted in this manner. Few 
who have been stationed within a state may be expected 
to return to it permanently unless it is their home state. 
Illinois has several large army camps, the population of 
which would add to the total population of the State; 
offsetting factors, however, are the greater number of 
service personnel who are out of the State and the migra- 
tion of workers, which together resulted in the net 
decline of 167,521. Probably about as many workers 
migrated from the State as came into it. 

Illinois has been fortunate in being able to man her 
war industries so well from her own labor supply. The 
temptation of higher pay, with transportation to the job, 
attracted workers from Illinois and from every state to 
the high-wage areas. Patriotic reasons also played some 
part. However, the greatest shifts in Illinois labor were 
largely within the State. The Chicago area, with its 
higher wage scale, drew from central and southern IIli- 
nois. Yet the large downstate ordnance plants obtained 
needed labor from the local areas. The largest single 
group of labor for the Chicago industries was drawn 
from the southern states. The present indications are that 
civilian migration has been subsiding somewhat since 
November, 1943. However, some shifting will occur so 
long as labor shortage areas exist and workers are rela- 
tively free to move from one area to another. 

The great diversification of employment in IIlinois has 
also served to help keep a balance in the total employed. 
It is estimated that the total employed in all Illinois 
industries increased from 2,862,000 to 3,431,000, or 20 
per cent, from March, 1940, to March, 1944. The great 
gains were made in manufacturing (58 per cent); gov- 
ernment (47 per cent); transportation, communication 
and other public utilities (26 per cent); and miscellane- 
ous (37 per cent). The greatest loss was 49 per cent in 
construction; finance, insurance, and real estate lost 10 
per cent; agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, 3 per cent; 
and service trades, 1 per cent. The net gain in the labor 
force was not made up entirely by workers shifting 
from non-war employment. Many women, young men, 
boys of high school or college age, and older persons 
contributed heavily to the totals. 

It is believed that the labor force will automatically 
redistribute itself with relatively little disturbance as war 
production tapers off and other production and con- 
struction begin. It is certain that the State is not going 
to be confronted with either a great loss or gain in 
population as are some other states, either of which 
situations may cause considerable maladjustment prob- 
lems for a few years. That the population of Illinois has 
remained so stable during the worst of the war years 
suggests that the State need fear no such postwar 
problems. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS—MAY 


War has been our business during the past five years. 
Victory in one theater has put us over the peak of ex- 
pansion and subsequent production. Contraction is now 
in order. This could continue for another five-year period, 
depending on the over-all national policy in the postwar 
years. The past five years have been fruitful in many 
ways. Coordination of effort has shown what can be 
accomplished. Labor and management have shown what 
they can do when they set themselves to a task. Un- 
known sources of skills and techniques have been de- 
veloped. Materials have been brought together with a 
nicety that was never before known. For the years of 
peaceful production and better living which lie ahead 
these great lessons must not be forgotten but generously 
used. 

The pattern of the transition from war production to 
peace is beginning to unfold. Essential war production, 
however, will not let up until the end of the war with 
Japan. This industrial effort will continue to have first 
claim on materials and manpower for some time to come. 
While the consuming public is heartened by almost daily 
releases of lists of materials for civilian production, few 
of them will be on the market for several months. Com- 
ponent parts may prove to be the real bottlenecks of pro- 
duction. For instance, the automobile output may be held 
up by lack of fabrics; tin, lead, lumber, and certain 
electrical and chemical products may become real limiting 
factors for some months. Steel, aluminum, light metals, 
and plastics appear to be abundant for any demand. 

It should be borne in mind that the reconversion 
from war to peacetime manufacture will not support the 


levels of employment and national income recently experi- 
enced. Production schedules have been abnormal, as have 
practically all elements of business. As government 
money is spent less generously not only will the volume 
of production decrease, but consumers’ incomes and pur- 
chases, savings, expenditures—all will decrease. The gen- 
eral trend for the next few months and possibly few 
years will be deflationary. 

An offsetting influence to the certain trend of de- 
flation is a prompt utilization of all facilities not closely 
tied to the war effort. Major enterprises, such as the 
automobile industry, will be helpful, but all efforts to 
stimulate the production-goods industries should receive 
first consideration: An expansion of construction activity 
which would be nationwide would be most salutary. 

The recent freight rate decision of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission may have considerable significance 
nationally. The full impact of the rates on final material 
costs will not be known for some time. Groups in the 
South and West have hailed the decision as having the 
effect of removing tariff walls against their manufactur- 
ing industries. It is assumed, however, that the changes 
were effected for benefits to the entire nation. It appears 
fairly certain that the reciprocal trade agreements pro- 
gram will be passed, which will become the guiding 
policy in postwar foreign trade. We are just entering 
the period of great political and economic change which 
will dominate the picture for the next few years. 

Now that the war is centered in one theater, our 
efforts can likewise be centered. Our success here will 
really be the gauge of our reconversion progress. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS—MAY 


Although V-E Day is scarcely a month past, cutbacks in 
war production are being felt throughout the nation. The 
cutbacks of the past month for Illinois have been reflected 
in a larger decrease in pay rolls (2.4 per cent between 
March 15 and April 15.) and employment (2 per cent, 
March 15 to April 15) than in any similar period since 
1940. It has been pointed out in this column that the 
State of Illinois has a widely diversified list of war 
material plants. The State as a whole will be in war pro- 
duction until V-J Day. However, cutbacks and concurrent 
unemployment will be uneven throughout the State. Chi- 
cago, with its greater diversification, will be less affected 
than certain one-industry areas. A severe problem is 
likely to confront any such areas which do not have other 
outlets for their workers. Planners must recognize this 
trend and be prepared to cope with it. 

Completion of, or cancellation of, contracts in the 
great war industries is reflected through many tributary 
industries. This accounts for the declines registered in 


machine and machine tool industries, foundries, electrical. 


equipment, and so on. The well-known meat shortage, 
reflected in the meat~ packing industries throughout the 
State, has thus indirectly caused reductions in the boot 
and shoe industry. Downward trends were also recorded 
in textile and clothing, paper goods, printing, and pub- 
lishing industries. There is no indication that the down- 
ward trend will -be reversed in the next month or 
months. 

Spring planting of grain crops has been held back by 


cold and rainy weather. Normally, most of the corn 
would be planted by May 30, but only little more than 
half the crop has now been planted. Machinery shortages 
are probably more acute this year than last. The fact that 
it is impossible to increase the supply of farm machinery 
materially for this season may affect production goals 
for the year. 

Independent retailers report a 4 per cent decrease for 
April, 1945, compared with April, 1944, but a 20 per 
cent drop from the unseasonal high of March of this 
year. Department stores likewise report a decline of 8 
per cent from the sales for April, 1944, and a 29 per 
cent decline from March, 1945, levels. Construction con- 
tracts awarded showed a considerable (—72.6 per cent) 
decline in the past month, and building permits declined 
14.8 per cent. Coal production fell off 18.0 per cent from 
March levels because of general work stoppages in the 
field. Petroleum production remained practically un- 
changed for the month. 

The report of the Illinois Postwar Planning Commis- 
sion is now published. It represents a careful and 
thorough piece of work and is the most comprehensive 
analysis of the important place Illinois holds among other 
states in the Midwest area and in the United States that 
has ever been made. It should be of indispensable value to 
city and state planners, statesmen, and leaders in the fields 
of labor and industry. Long-run plans must rest on a firm 
knowledge of the rank of the state resources and the 
trend of its enterprise as compared with other states. 
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TAGE 


Comparative Changes in Illinois Business 


Business activity in Illinois showed an increase from 
April, 1944, to April, 1945, in six of the fourteen busi- 
ness indicators. The percentage changes are shown in 
Table I and Chart 1. 

Life insurance sales showed the largest increase, 29.2 
per cent, and bank debits, farm prices, and the cost of 
living in Chicago recorded increases of 13.4 per cent, 
3.2 per cent and 2.0 per cent, respectively. Building 


‘ permits increased 23.4 per cent, whereas construction 


contracts awarded decreased 43.2 per cent. 

The other increase was 0.2 per cent for electric power 
consumption, but petroleum production decreased 6.2 per 
cent and coal production 12.4 per cent. 

Department store sales decreased 8.0 per cent. Manu- 
facturing pay rolls declined 1.6 per cent and industrial 
pay rolls, 0.6 per cent. Employment was down for total 
industry, 5.2 per cent, and for manufacturing industry, 
6.5 per cent. 

A comparison of the April, 1945, figures with those 
for March shows rather large decreases for construction 
contracts awarded, 72.6 per cent; department store sales, 
29.0 per cent; bank debits, 18.1 per cent; coal production, 
18.0 per cent; and building permits, 14.8 per cent. The 
only increase was 0.4 per cent in the cost of living in 
Chicago. 

Index numbers on the 1935-1939 base are also shown 
in Table I. 


TABLE I 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 
April, 1945 
Indicators rom 1935- 
Apr. Mar. | 1939= 
1944 | 1945 | 100 
+13.4 | —18.1 | 201.8 
—12.4 | —18.0 | 136.1 
Construction contracts awarded*....| —43.2 | —72.6| 55.5 
Cost of living in Chicago®.......... + 2.0} + 0.4] 126.5 
Department store sales*........... — 8.0 | 149.9 
Electric power consumption’. ...... + 0.2} — 5.9] 181.4 
Employment, industry?............ — 5.2} — 2.0} 133.5 
Employment, manufacturing’. ..... — 6.5 | — 2.1 | 146.3 
+ 3.2 0.0 | 175.0 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)*.... . +29.2| — 4.8 | 134.0 
Pay rolls, industry*.......... — 0.6! — 246.0 
Pay rolls, manufacturing®.......... — 1.6] — 2.4] 289.7 
Petroleum production’............ — 6.2} — 0.9 | 265.4 


*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; *Illinois 
Department of Labor; “Illinois Department of Mines and Min- 
erals; ‘F. W. Dodge Corporation; ‘Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, Chicago Regional Office; ‘Bureau of the Census; "Illi- 
nois Commerce Commission; ‘Illinois Cooperative Crop Re- 
porting Service; “Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau, 
Hartford, Connecticut; “State Geological Survey. 


Wholesale Prices 


The index of wholesale prices on the 1926 base was 105.7 
for April, 1945, an increase of 1.7 per cent over that of 
April, 1944. The largest advance was in farm prices, 
4.7 per cent, and the only decrease was 0.6 per cent in 
chemicals and allied products. An increase of 0.4 per cent 
over the March figure was reported for all commodities, 
with increases of 1.4 per cent in the price of farm 
products and of 1.1 per cent in foods being the onl 
notable changes. 
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Chart 1—Percentage Changes in Illinois Business, 

_ April, 1944, to April, 1945 


The 105.7 index for April was the highest figure for 
any month since January, 1921, when it stood at 114.0. 
The peak for World War I was 137.5 in September, 1918, 
and the highest point reached in the interwar period was 
167.2 in May, 1920. 


TABLE II 
WHOLESALE PRICES 
April, 1945 
Percentage Change 
1926= 
Apr. Mar 10¢ 
1944 1945 
All commodities............ +1.7 +0.4 105.7 
Porm products... +4.7 +1.4 129.0 
Hides and leather products....| +0.9 +0.1 117.9 
Textile products.............. +1.8 —0.1 99.6 
Fuel and lighting materials....| +0.6 +0.1 83.5 
Metals and metal products.... . +0.5 0.0 104.2 
Building materials............ +1.6 0.0 117.1 
Chemicals and allied products..| —0.6 0.0 94.9 
House furnishing goods........ +0.2 0.0 104.5 
Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +1.4 +0.2 94.8 
Raw materials................ +3.2 +1.0 116.8 
Semimanufactured articles... . . +1.5 0.0 95.0 
Manufactured articles......... +1.0 +0.2 101.8 
All commodities other than 
farm products.............. +0.9 +0.1 100.5 
All commodities other than 
farm products and food...... +0.9 +0.1 99.3 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
checks drawn upon individual bank accounts. Bank debits 
are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business. 
They are not so indicative when applied solely to New 
York and Chicago, since great transfers of funds take 
place between those cities. When taken as a whole, bank 
debits do indicate the general trend of business; however, 
changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other than Chicago 
are more significant to the businessman. American people, 
more than any other people, pay their bills with checks 
drawn on individual accounts.) 


Bank debits for the fifteen reporting Illinois cities 
in April, 1945, were 13.4 per cent higher than those for 


FINANCE 


April, 1944, but 18.1 per cent lower than those for March, 
1945. However, the amount for April followed the pat- 
tern of previous months in which there were no War 


‘Loan drives or Federal income tax dates. The Seventh 


War Loan drive, beginning May 14, was prefaced by in- 
tensified efforts to finance the war to the greatest possible 


extent by funds channeled from the savings of individuals 


and business. 

Bank debits for April, 1945, increased on a yearly 
basis in the Chicago Federal Reserve District, 8.0 per 
cent; in the St. Louis District, 7.4 per cent; and in the 
United States, 11.1 per cent. Decreases from the March, 
1945, bank debits for these same categories were 15.0 
per cent, 7.2 per cent, and 8.6 per cent, respectively. 


TABLE III 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 
April, 1945, from 
City April March 

1945 1 1945 —_ March 

1 : 1945 
Total... ind $6,291,952 $5,548,925 $7 ,683 ,073 +13.4 —18.1 
20 ,460 17,340 21,694 +18.0 — 5.7 
18,340 15,507 21,181 +18.3 —13.4 
be 5,799,156 5 ,090 , 208 7,140,709 +13.9 —18.8 
Deaville. 18,517 16,352 19,310 +13.2 4.1 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 67 ,568 74,406 73,915 — 9.2 — 8.6 
. i i 15,911 14,924 14,954 + 6.6 + 6.4 
ov 17,306 16,740 18,173 + 3.4 — 4.8 


Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 


Ordinary life insurance sales in April, 1945, were 
$62,764,000, an increase of 29.2 per cent over those for 
the same month a year ago, but a decrease of 4.8 per 
cent from those for the previous month. Sales in the 
United States increased 23.8 per cent and decreased 3.7 
per cent, respectively, in the corresponding periods. 


Cash Farm Income 


February cash farm income for Illinois, as reported by 
the United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
was $80,953,000, a decrease of 15.1 per cent from that for 
February, 1944, and of 14.5 per cent from that for Janu- 
ary, 1945, For the same periods cash farm income in the 
United States increased 0.6 per cent and declined 14.0 
per cent, respectively. 


Commercial Failures 


Illinois had 7 commercial failures, with liabilities of 
$56,000, in March, 1945, as compared with 6 failures and 
liabilities of $129,000 in March, 1944. For the first quarter 


of 1945, there were 17 failures with liabilities of $449,000, 


whereas for the same period in 1944 there were 35 fail- 
ures with liabilities of $450,000. 


TABLE IV 
COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN ILLINOIS 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


March January-March 
Year 
Failures} Liabilities | Failures | Liabilities 

7 $ 56 17 $ 449 
6 129 35 450 
29 149 106 721 
77 1,368 236 2,827 
93 978 220 2,622 
103 945 284 2,632 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


In April, 1945, the coal production of shipping mines in 
Illinois was 4,949,393 tons, a decrease of 12.4 per cent 
from the April, 1944, figure and of 18.0 per cent from 
that for March, 1945. However, the output for the month 
was 36.1 per cent higher than the monthly average for 
the period 1935-1939. 

The April production of 71 shaft mines was 3,899,863 
tons and that of 19 strip mines was 1,049,530 tons. These 
90 reporting mines had 23,415 men who worked; and the 
average number of days worked was 20. 


Petroleum 


Petroleum production in Illinois in April, 1945, was 
5,946,000 barrels, a decrease of 6.2 per cent from the 
amount for the same month a year ago and of 0.9 per 
cent from that for the previous month. Production for the 
first four months of 1945 was 24,189,000 barrels, a de- 
crease of 7.7 per cent from the amount produced in the 
corresponding period last year. 

The number of new producing wells completed in 
April was 69 as compared with 87 for April last year 
and 47 for March. However, the number completed in the 
first four months was 284 in comparison with 318 
in the first four months of 1944. ~ 


Electric Power Production 
(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

For March, 1945, electric power production in IIlinois, 
as shown by the report of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion, was 1,213,532,000 kilowatt hours, an increase of 4.6 
per cent over that for March, 1944, and of 2.2 per cent 
over that for February, 1945. 

Production for the United States showed a decrease 
of 0.1 per cent and an increase of 8.4 per cent, respec- 
tively, for the corresponding comparisons. 


Electric Power Consumption 
(Electric power consumption is commonly used as a 
measure of industrial activity since practically all indus- 
tries use electrical power to some extent.) 

The total number of kilowatt hours of electricity sold 
to ultimate consumers in Illinois in April, 1945, was 
1,014,377,122 kilowatt hours, an increase of 0.2 per cent 
over the sales for April, 1944, but a decrease of 5.9 per 
cent from those of March, 1945. These sales were reported 
by the eleven largest electric utilities in the State. 


CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual! 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


The value of building permits for 191 reporting IIli- 
nois cities for April, 1945, was $5,553,540, an increase of 
23.4 per cent over those of April, 1944, but a decrease 
of 14.8 per cent from those of March, 1945. 

Compared with April, 1944, new nonresidential build 
ing almost doubled in permit valuation, new residential 
building increased 7.9 per cent, and additions, alterations, 
repairs, and installations were up: 13.4 per cent. The 
decline for the month was due to a decrease of 37.2 per 
cent in new residential building, whereas new nonresi- 
dential building and additions, alterations, repairs, and 
installations increased 44.1 per cent and 24.9 per cent, 
respectively. 

Building permits issued for the first four months of 
1945 were valued at $17,991,741, an increase of 18.8 per 
cent over the amount for the same period in 1944, Com- 
pared with the first four months of 1943, permit valua- 
tions more than doubled in the, 1945 period. 

In April, 1945, building permits valued at $2,839,088 
were issued in the city of Chicago, an increase of 198 
per cent over the $2,369,418 for the same month a year 
ago, but a decrease of 2.2 per cent from the $2,904,218 
for permits issued in March, 1945. The valuation for the 
first four months of the year was $9,189,750, an increase 
of 0.6 per cent over that for the corresponding period 
last year. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

In April, 1945, the value of construction contracts 
awarded was $9,222,000, a decrease of 43.2 per cent from 
the amount for April, 1944, and of 72.6 per cent from 
that for March, 1945. 

The amount recorded for residential building was 
practically the same as that for April a year ago, whereas 
nonresidential building decreased 43.0 per cent and public 
works and utilities 75.7 per cent. 

The volume of contracts awarded for nonresidential 
building was less than one-eighth the amount awarded in 
March, 1945; that for public works and utilities a little 
more than one-half the awards for the previous month; 
whereas that for residential building gained almost one- 
half for the month. 

Contracts awarded in the first four months of 1945 
amounted to $57,148,000, an increase of 50.9 per cent over 
those for the same period in 1944. 


Table V 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 
April, 1945, from 
April April March 
Type of Construction 1945 1944 1945 

April March 

1944 1945 
Total Construction. .| $9,222 $16,246 $33 ,688 —43.2 | —72.6 
Total Building........ 7,754 10,216 31,067 —24.1 —75.0 
4,446 4,410 3,011 + 0.8 +47.7 
Nonresidential...... 3,308 5,806 28,056 —43.0 —88.2 

Public works and 

1,468 6,030 2,621 —75.7 —44.0 


Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Reports from 35 independent department stores in 
Illinois indicate that sales were 8 per cent lower in April, 
1945, than in April, 1944, and 29 per cent below those of 
March, 1945. However, because of the early date of 
Easter, the sales for March were of record proportion, 
hence a decline from this high level was to be expected. 
Although sales were lower than in April last year, for 
the first four months of 1945 they were 14 per cent 
higher than in the corresponding period in 1944, 

Chicago had 10 reporting independent department 
stores, whose sales for April, 1945, were 6 per cent less 
than those for the same month a year ago and 26 per 
cent below those for last month. However, the sales for 
the four-month period in 1945 exceeded those in the 
same period in 1944 by 13 per cent. 


TABLE VI 


RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY KIND OF BUSINESS 


Other Kinds of Business 


Sales of 1,846 independent retail stores other than de- 
partment stores in Illinois for April, 1945, were 3 per 
cent lower than in April, 1944, and 16 per cent lower 
than in March, 1945. The amount for the first four 
months of 1945 was 7 per cent higher than in the cor- 
responding period a year ago. 

Sales decreases for April, 1945, compared with figures 
for the same month a year ago, were reported for 
florists, 30 per cent; shoe stores, 29 per cent; men’s cloth- 
ing and furnishings stores, 23 per cent; fuel and ice 
dealers, 20 per cent; family clothing stores and meat 
markets and fish markets, 19 per cent each; the apparel 
group and motor-vehicle dealers, 13 per cent each; the 
automotive group, 12 per cent; dry goods and general 
merchandise stores, 10 per cent; and combination stores 
and the food group, 4 per cent each. However, increases 
in sales occurred for liquor stores, 22 per cent; house- 
hold appliance dealers, 19 per cent; filling stations, 18 
per cent; jewelry stores, 17 per cent; and candy, nut, and 
confectionery stores, 15 per cent. Twelve other classifica- 
tions showed increases varying from 1 per cent to 8 
per cent. 

Compared with figures for a month ago, decreases 
occurred for shoe stores and family clothing stores, 41 
per cent each; men’s clothing and furnishings stores, 40 
per cent; the apparel group and florists, 36 per cent each; 
women’s ready-to-wear stores, 28 per cent; dry goods and 
general merchandise stores and fuel and ice dealers, 27 
per cent each; meat markets and fish markets, 20 per 
cent; the food group, 12 per cent; combination stores 


= and jewelry stores, 11 per cent each; atid liquor stores, 
Percentage Change 10 per cent. Fifteen classifications showed decreases of 
; , April, 1945, from from 3 per cent to 9 per cent, whereas one showed 
Kind of Business , 
April Ranch practically no change. 
1944 1945 Chicago had 614 reporting independent retail stores 
other than department stores, whose sales for April, 1945, 
—4 —20 were 3 per cent less than for April, 1944. 
DEPARTMENT STORES........... — 8 —29 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS..... —3 —16 TABLE VII 

a 4 12 RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 

Grocery stores (without fresh meats) +4 ae STORES BY CITY AND POPULATION GROUP 
Meat markets, fish markets........ —19 —2 P h 

_ Candy, nut, confectionery stores. .. +15 -7 185; 

Eating and Drinking Places......... + 3 —4 City and Population Group 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms| + 3 — 4 April March 
places. .. + 2 — 3 1944 1945 

Stores (with foods).......... 

i St kaged goods)...... 2 —1i0 

Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores. . —10 —27 to 99,999..... ~ 

Men’s clothing and furnishings stores —23 —40 * ~19 
Family clothing stores............ —19 —41 Son “fi = —23 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores. .... + 2 —28 
—29 —41 Cities—25,000 to 49,999........... 

Automotive Group. .............+-. —12 — 6 —17 
Motor-vehicle dealers.:........... —13 — 6 Bloomington............. —19 —26 

Furniture stores.................. +4 4 Rock Island-Moline............ on 
Household appliance dealers....... +19 ’ 

Lumber-Building-Hardware Group. . . + 6 -— 5 Cities—10,000 to 24,999........... — 2 —19 
Hardware + 8 — 3 Cities—5,000 to 9,999............. —14 
Lumber-building materials dealers . . + 5 — 5 Cities—2,500 to 4,999............. —4 —14 

—13 —18 Places of less than 2,500.......... +2 9 
*Less than 0.5 per cent. *Less than 0.5 per cent. 

Source: Bureau of the Census. Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

Employment, as reported by a sample group of Illi- 
nois industrial establishments, for April, 1945, was 2.0 per 
cent lower than in March and pay rolls for the same 
period were off 2.4 per cent. Total industrial employ- 
ment decreased 5.2 per cent from that of April, 1944, but 
pay rolls declined only 0.6 per cent. 

Cutbacks in anticipation of V-E Day and completion 
of war contracts caused the largest decreases in employ- 
ment and pay rolls in Illinois manufacturing plants in 
any single month since January, 1940, 2.1 per cent in 
employment and 2.4 per cent in pay rolls. Employment 
decreased in rubber products, 5.1 per cent; transporta- 
tion equipment, 3.5 per cent; stone, clay, and glass, 3.3 
per cent; leather and allied products, 2.4 per cent; wood 
and allied products, 2.2 per cent; clothing and millinery, 
2.1 per cent; chemicals and allied products, 2.0 per cent; 


metals and machinery, 1.8 per cent; textiles, 1.7 per cent; 
food, beverages, and tobacco, 1.6 per cent; and paper 
goods, printing, and publishing, 1.1 per cent. No group 
reported more workers. The decline in pay rolls was due 
to decreases in clothing and millinery, 7.6 per cent; 
stone, clay, and glass, 4.5 per cent; food, beverages, and 
tobacco, 3.7 per cent; transportation equipment, 3.5 per 
cent; wood and allied products, 2.7 per cent; leather and 
allied products, 2.4 per cent; paper goods, printing, and 
publishing, 2.1 per cent; metals and machinery, 2.0 per 
cent; and textiles, 1.9 per cent. The only increases oc- 
curred in rubber and chemical and allied products. 

Nonmanufacturing establishments showed a decrease 
of 1.5 per cent in the April, 1945, employment figure 
from that for March and of 2.3 per cent in pay rolls for 
the same comparison. Employment declined in mail order 
houses, 5.8 per cent, and in coal mining, 4.3 per cent; 
but increased in building construction and: contracting, 
5.3 per cent. Pay rolls were down sharply in coal mining, 
19.7 per cent; and in mail order houses, 13.4 per cent. 

Gross weekly earnings declined to some extent, as a” 
result of reduction in overtime work. In all reporting 
establishments, they were $55.17 for men, $33.44 for 
women, and $47.39 for the two combined. The manu- 
facturing industries reported earnings of $56.13 for men, 
$35.12 for women, and $50.35 for both combined. 


TABLE VIII : 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS FOR 
ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


Percentage Change April, 1945, from March, 1945 
as Area All Reporting Manufacturing Nonmanufacturin 
Establishments Establishments Establishments» 
Employment | Pay Rolls | Employment | - Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls 
—2.0 — 2.4 —2.1 — 2.4 1.5 —2.3 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. -1.7 — 1.9 —1.8 -— 2.1 — 1.4 —0.7 
—1.9 - 1.9 —2.1 — 2.2 — 1.4 —0.6 
—0.7 1.9 —0.6 - 1.9 0.9 —2.0 
DOWNSTATE AREA........: —2.6 — 3.5 —2.7 — 2.8 1.9 —7.9 
Alton-Wood —0.9 + 0.4 —1.0 + 0.3 
—1.0 — 1.0 —0.8 — 1.0 — 4.0 — 0.8 
—0.7 + 0.7 —0.4 + 0.7 — 2.4 — 0.0 
—2.5 + 0.2 —2.6 + 0.5 1.8 — 3.6 
—1.9 + 1.4 —2.0 + 1.3 — 0.6 + 6.0 
East St. Louis area.................. —2.1 — 2.9 —2.1 — 2.4 — 2.1 — 6.5 
—0.7 + 0.6 —0.9 + 0.4 + 1.1 + 3.0 
—2.5 — 2.1 —2.4 — 2.2 — 3.8 + 0.6 
ankakee-Bradley area.............. -—5.7 3.1. —6.1 3.1 
La Salle-Peru-Oglesby................ —2.3 — 2.0 —0.3 0.2 
Bon —2.5 2.1 —2.5 2.1 — 2.0 — 2.7 
—3.9 —16.3 —3.7 —16.9 — 5.2 5.0 
—1.7 — 4.1 -—1.7 — 4.2 1.0 + 1.8 
—2.8 $5.1 -0.1 — 2.5 —13.3 —19.8 
—3.3 — 6.3 —4.3 — 5.0 1.0 —10.0 


Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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COST OF 


(The cost of living is a price barometer, not a measure of 
the total amount spent for family living. The cost of living 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

For April, 1945, the index of the cost of living in 
Chicago on the 1935-1939 base was 126.5. This was an 
increase of 2.0 per cent over the index for April, 1944, 
which resulted from increases of 6.2 per cent in the price 
of clothing; 3.2 per cent in that of miscellaneous items; 
2.1 per cent in that of house furnishings; 1.7 per cent 
in that of food; and 0.1 per cent in that of fuel, elec- 
tricity, and ice. 

The increase of 0.4 per cent from the cost of living 
in the previous month was due to increases of 0.9 per 
cent in the cost of food, 0.3 per cent in the cost of cloth- 
ing, and 0.1 per cent in miscellaneous items. The slight 
increase in price in the miscellaneous goods and services 


TABLE IX 
COST OF LIVING IN CHICAGO 


LIVING 


group was due to increases for laundry soap, cleanser, 
and starch. No changes occurred in the cost of fuel, 
electricity, and ice and that of house furnishings. 


Retail Food Prices 


The April, 1945, cost of food in Chicago was 1.7 per cent 
higher than in April, 1944, because of increases in the 
price of eggs, 7.5 per cent; sugar and sweets, 2.6 per 
cent; cereals and bakery goods, 2.4 per cent; fresh fruits 
and vegetables, 2.2 per cent; meats, 1.3 per cent; dried 
fruits and vegetables, 0.8 per cent; canned fruits and 


’ vegetables, 0.4 per cent; fats and oils, 0.2 per cent; and 


dairy products, 0.1 per cent. When compared with figures 
for March, the April, 1945, price of food was up 0.9 per 
cent, with the 4.0 per cent rise in fresh fruits and 
vegetables largely responsible for the increase. 

The Peoria retail food cost index on the 1935-1939 
base was 140.9 for April, 1945, an increase of 2.5 per 
cent over that for the same month a year ago. Increases 
in price were recorded for fresh fruits and vegetables 
and eggs, 10.9 per cent each; dried fruits and vegetables, 
3.8 per cent; canned fruits and vegetables, 1.3 per cent; 
and cereals and bakery goods, 1.0 per cent. Declines oc- 
curred in the price of sugar and sweets, 1.7 per cent; fats 
and oils, 1.4 per cent; meats, 0.4 per cent; and dairy 
products, 0.2 per cent. Comparison of the April index 
with that for March showed an increase of 0.9 per cent, 
due to increases in price of fresh fruits and vegetables, 


4.7 per cent; dried fruits and vegetables, 0.7 per cent; 
Percentage Change and cereals and bakery goods, 0.3 per cent. However, 
Catpmniity April, 1945, from a Ae the price of eggs declined 2.3 per cent. 
April March “"100 In Springfield the cost of food for April, 1945, was 
1044 1945 1.3 per cent higher than in April a year ago. Increases 
_ occurred in the price of eggs, 9.8 per cent; fresh fruits 
All MOMBB. ..0-4:2-500% +2.0 +0.4 126.5 and vegetables, 3.9 per cent; cereals and bakery goods, 
1.4 per cent; sugar and sweets, 0.2 per cent; and dairy 
33 products, 0.1 per cent. Small decreases were recorded for 
ont, ea wate * * * beverages, 0.9 per cent; dried fruits and vegetables, 0.7 
and ice per cent, and fats and oils, 0.4 per cent. There was an 
increase of 0.9 per cent in the price of food from that 
of March. The price of fresh fruits and vegetables in- 
*December su creased 6.2 per cent and that of sugar and sweets 1.2 per 
Source: Suess of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. cent, whereas that of eggs declined 6.9 per cent. 
TABLE X 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change April, 1945, from 
Commodity Group : April, 1944 March, 1945 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 
Al +1.7 +2.5 +1.3 +0.9 +0.9 +0.9 
Cereals and bakery goods.............. +2.4 + 1.0 +1.4 | +0.1 +0.3 0.0 
Meath +1.3 — 0.4 0.0 —0.1 0.0 +0.1 
Dairy op +0.1 — 0.2 +0.1 +0.1 0.0 —0.1 
+0.4 + 1.3 0.0 0.0 —0.2 —0.2 
+0.8 + 3.8 —0.7 —0.3 +0.7 0.0 
+0.2 1.4 —0.4 0.0 -0.1 —0.3 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES * 


ALTON (Pop. 31,255) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, manufactures ammunition, bres, 
bricks, glass, flour, leather, paper, steel, boats, tents, awnings, liqui 
bluing, beer, vinegar, whiting, and men’s clothing. Lime and buildin 
stone quarries, foundries, and an oil refinery are other industries. 

Again a diverse trend occurred for employment and pay 
rolls. The number of workers declined 0.9 per cent, whereas 
wage disbursements made a slight gain of 0.4 per cent. Firms 
producing chemicals, explosives, soap, paper boxes, and those 
engaged in leather tanning reported declines. Increased ac- 
tivity in petroleum refining caused higher wage payments. 
Bank debits declined 12.5 per cent for the month, but were 
9.6 per cent higher than a year ago. Building permits made 
a substantial gain of 78.6 per cent. Retail sales were 14 per 
cent and 5 per cent, respectively, lower than in March, 1945, 
and April, 1944. 


AURORA (Pop. 47,170) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Both employment and pay rolls declined 1.0 per cent for 
the month, largely because of decreased activity in machinery 
and machine tool and car building and repair concerns. The 
sheet iron industry, on the contrary, reported gains. Only 
small changes were reported for nonmanufacturing firms, 
with an 0.8 per cent decrease in wage payments and a decline 
of 4.0 per cent in number of workers. Although bank debits 
were 5.7 per cent below the March amount, they were 18.0 
per cent higher than in April, 1944. The valuation of building 
permits, $19,375, represented a 51.1 per cent gain over the 
preceding month. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. 28,405) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machine ,» enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

The chief causes of the 3.3 per cent decline in employ- 
ment were the closing down of a coal mine and small de- 
creases in number of workers employed in several manufac- 
turing industries. The beverage, men’s clothing, and heat- 
ing and plumbing equipment industries increased their wage 
payments. The result was a gain of 2.8 per cent in pay rolls 
for all. reporting industries. Retail sales for the first four 
months of 1945 were 5 per cent above those for January- 
April, 1944, but on a monthly and a yearly basis they dropped 
17 per cent and 8 per cent, respectively. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. 32,868) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and 
ventilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines 
and ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and candy. Railroad shops.) 

_A 0.7 per cent decrease in employment accompanied by 
an increase of 0.7 per cent in pay rolls reflected similar con- 
ditions in the manufacturing group. Heating and plumbing 
equipment firms reported increases, and confectionery con- 
cerns decreases, for both items. Car building and repair 
firms had fewer employees but made larger wage payments. 
Bank debits declined 8.8 per cent from the March figure, but 
were 9.8 per cent higher than a year ago. Greatly increased 
building activity was indicated by the sharp rise in permit 
valuations to $77,990. Retail sales were substantially lower 
than those for a month ago and a year ago. 


CHICAGO (Pop. 3,396,808) 


(Chicago, the second largest ¢ity in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 


* The reports are written from materials supplied by the Chambers of 
Commerce, Illinois Department of Labor, Federal Reserve Banks, United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) 

For the fourth consecutive month, employment and pay 
rolls declined; for both items a decrease of 1.9 per cent 
occurred. The declines for the manufacturing group were 
more than 2 per cent. Bank debits fell off 18.8 per cent from 
March, but were 13.9 per cent higher than in April, 1944, 
Building permits showed a slight decline of 2.2 per cent, 
Retail sales for the four months were 9 per cent above the 
volume for January-April, 1944, but the April figure was 4 
per cent less than that for a year ago. The cost of living rose 
0.4 per cent in the month and was 2.0 per cent higher than a 
year ago; the retail cost of food was 1? per cent higher than 
in April, 1944. 


DANVILLE (Pop. 36,919) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foun and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, mp products, 
and food processing.) 

There was a diverse trend in employment conditions, 2.5 
per cent fewer employees and 0.2 per cent larger wage pay- 
ments. Car building and repair firms and shoe manufacturers 
employed fewer workers but had higher pay rolls. For the 
non-ferrous metals and the men’s clothing industries de- 
creases occurred in both items. Bank debits, although 4.1 per 
cent less than in March, were 13.2 per cent higher than a year 
ago. The issuance of building permits amounting to $15,000 
in the month suggests that construction activity may soon be 


resumed. 
DECATUR (Pop. 62,976) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the 
soybean capital of America. The city has important concerns manu- 
facturing metals and textiles as well as corn, soybean and grain 
processing, agricultural food manufacturing, dairies and creameries, 
and printing and publishing industries.) 

A similar trend in the important ordnance firms in this 
area was largely responsible for a 1.9 per cent decrease in 
employment and a 1.4 per cent increase in pay rolls. Cutlery 
and edge tool, car building and repair, sheet iron, and some 
grocery and transportation equipment concerns reported _in- 
creases in both employment and pay rolls, whereas reductions 
in both items occurred in foundries, heating and plumbing 
concerns, and department and variety stores. Building per- 
mits rose 43.2 per cent. Bank debits were off 11.8 per cent 
for the month, but 14.8 per cent above those for April, 1944. 
Retail sales were less than a month ago and a year ago. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. 75,609) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 


Substantial declines in chemicals, explosives, and soap, 


meat packing, non-ferrous metals, and rubber products in- ’ 


dustries primarily accounted for the decreases of 2.1 per cent 
in employment and 2.9 per cent in pay rolls for all reporting 
industries. There was a sharp spurt in building activity. Bank 
debits were 8.6 per cent below the March amount, and 9.2 per 
cent less than in April, 1944. With April retail sales 2 per 
cent above those for a year ago, East St. Louis was the only 
city in the reporting group which showed a gain for the year. 


ELGIN (Pop. 38,333) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, water softeners, street sweep- 
ers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, 


steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is another important industry.) - 


Slight gains of 0.7 per cent in employment and 0.3 per 
cent in pay rolls occurred, because larger numbers of workers 
and increased wage payments in watches, clocks, and jewelry 
concerns and in the newspaper and periodical industries more 
than offset decreases in electrical machinery and certain other 
industries. For the nonmanufacturing group, employment de- 
clined 0.3 per cent but wage payments increased 9.0 per cent. 
Building permits made a slight gain of 5.9 per cent. Bank 
debits were 16.0 per cent higher than in April, 1944, but de- 
clined 6.0 per cent from the March figure. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm oe. Some important industries are insurance 
and the manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, 
burners, windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical 
equipment.) 

The substantial declines of 3.6 per cent in empioyment 
and 4.7 per cent in pay rolls were the result of similar con- 
ditions in most of the important industries. Dairy products, 
drugs, electrical machinery, heating and plumbing, and ma- 
chinery and machine tool concerns reported decreases in both 
number of workers and wage disbursements. The valuation 
of building permits rose 7.4 per cent in the month. Work on 
the new airport is progressing, and it may be in operation 
before many months. 


JOLIET (Pop. 42,365) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire brick, horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products, and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

Declines of 2.5 per cent in employment and 2.1 per cent 
in pay rolls are attributed mainly to reduced operations in 
chemicals, explosives, and soap and in blast furnaces and 
rolling mills. Most of the other manufacturing concerns also 
reported declines. However, some paper goods firms showed 
gains for both items, and car building and repair establish- 
ments had higher pay rolls. Department and variety stores 
had fewer employees but larger wage payments. Building per- 
mits fell off 6.6 per cent. Bank debits were 7.0 per cent below 
the March figure, but 9.8 per cent higher than in April, 1944. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. 22,241) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Substantial declines in the manufacture of heating and 
plumbing equipment and of agricultural implements and in 
the operations of department and variety stores caused de- 
creases of 5.7 per cent in employment and 3.1 per cent in pay 
rolls for this area. Building permits dropped sharply, the 
decrease in valuation amounting to 59.3 per cent. Department 
store sales were 25.1 per cent less than in March, and 13.6 per 
cent below those of April, 1944. In comparison with those for 
January-April, 1944, however, sales for the first four months 
of 1945 recorded a 4.3 per cent gain. 


MATTOON (Pop. 17,532) 


(Mattoon is a strategically located city producing kitchen furniture 
shoes, roofing, Diesel engines, foundry products, broomcorn, and 
brooms. The shops of two large railroads and two truck terminals are 
located in the city and it is surrounded by a rich grain, livestock, 
poultry, and fruit farming region.) 

_ There was a slight decline of 0.7 per cent in employment 
for the month and a decrease of 6.9 per cent in pay rolls. 
In comparison with figures for April, 1944, wage payments 
showed a gain of 4.6 per cent, whereas 4.5 per cent fewer 
workers were employed. Bank debits were 4.6 per cent less 
than in March, but 15.8 per cent above the amount for a year 
ago. Retail sales tax collections for February (latest report) 
were 6.3 per cent higher than in January, and 10.7 per cent 
above the February, 1944, figure. 


PEORIA (Pop. 105,087) 


(Peoria is the largest eae of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
Stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed. 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Most of the decline of 2.3 per cent in employment and 
0.6 per cent in pay rolls was attributable to the machinery and 
machine tool firms. Fewer workers but larger pay rolls were 
reported by blast furnaces and rolling mills and manufac- 
turers of electrical equipment. There was a notable expansion 
of construction activity; the valuation of building permits, 
$50,015, was almost five times the March figure. Bank debits 
were 12.6 per cent higher than in April, 1944, but fell off 10.2 
per cent for the month. Retail sales showed substantial de- 
clines for the month and the year, but volume for the first 
four months of 1945 was 15 per cent higher than for the com- 


industries are machine tools, iron and 


parable period last year. Retail costs of food were 2.5 per 
cent higher than a year ago, having risen 0.9 per cent in 


the month. 
QUINCY (Pop. 40,469) 


(Quincy -has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store 
fixtures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, and machine tools. 
Agricultural products are stored and processed. 

Declines in the machinery and machine tool, other trans- 
portation equipment, and shoe manufacturing industries 
caused a decrease of 3.9 per cent in employment and a 
severe cut of 16.3 per cent in pay rolls. Nonmanufacturing 
concerns reported declines of 5 per cent for both items. Bank 
debits were 3.4 per cent above those for April, 1944, but 
declined 4.8 per cent from the March figure. Building activity 
made a noteworthy advance, with the issuance of building 
permits valued at $22,900. , 


ROCKFORD (Pop. est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for machine tools, piston rings, Ee. and auto- 
mobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, textiles, dware, wood 
and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, leather goods, air con- 
ditioning and heating equipment.) 

Conditions in the machinery and machine tool, auto- 
mobile, and foundry groups were mainly responsible for the 
declines of 1.7 per cent in employment and 4.1 per cent in 
pay rolls. However, sheet iron concerns, saw and planing 
mills, knit goods manufacturers, and department and _ variety 
stores also reported decreases for both items. Building per- 
mits dropped 34.9 per cent. Bank debits declined 14.1 per cent 
for the month, but were 4.7 per cent higher than in April, 
1944, There was a decrease of,2.7 per cent in electric sales to 
ultimate consumers. Retail sales were practically unchanged 
since a year ago, but 19 per cent less than the March figure. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. 87,500) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurarice, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

The sharp declines of 5.3 per cent in employment and 10.1 
per cent in pay rolls for Rock Island were caused by reduced 
operations in the important agricultural implement industry. 
Machinery and machine tool and rubber products concerns 
also showed declines. Bank debits rose 1.3 per cent in the 
month and were 28.3 per cent higher than a year ago. Build- 
ing permits valued at nearly four times the March figure were 
issued. In Moline, declines of 2.5 per cent in employment and 
2.1 per cent in pay rolls resulted from reduced operations by 
agricultural machinery manufacturers. Machinery and ma- 
chine tool firms, building contractors, and public utilities re- 
ported gains for both items. Building permits declined 62.1 
per cent. Bank debits were 6.4 per cent and 6.6 per cent, re- 
spectively, higher than a month ago and a year ago. Retail 
sales in the area were 3 per cent less than in April, 1944, and 
21 per cent less than in March. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. 75,503) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Sharp declines in agricultural implement, non-ferrous. 
metals, and shoe manufacturing concerns caused employment 
to fall off 2.8 per cent and pay rolls 5.1 per cent. Reduced 
activity in coal mining accounted for most of the decrease in 
the nonmanufacturing group. Industries which reported gains 
were building contractors and electrical machinery and equip- 
ment manufacturers. Hotels, retail food stores, and public 
utilities showed declines for both items. Bank debits were 7.2 
per cent less than in March, but 7.8 per cent above the April, 
1944, figure. Building permits more than tripled the March 
valuation. Retail sales dropped 23 per cent for the month, but 
were only 2 per cent less than a year ago. Retail costs of food 
rose 0.9 per cent in the month and were 1.3 per cent higher 
than in April, 1944. 
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BANK DEBITS 


INDEXES OF BUSINESS ACTIVITY IN ILLINOIS 
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